
HOUSE TOURS, WALKING TOURS & OTHER EVENTS 
JULY 2004 – CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

HOUSE TOURS 
 
Tours of the Hooper-Lee-Nichols House 
Cambridge Historical Society at the Hooper-Lee-Nichols House 
159 Brattle Street 
Thursdays in July: 8, 15 & 22 @ 2:00, 3:00 & 4:00 p.m. 
 

Information: Contact the Historical Society at  617 547 4252 or 
visit their website, http://www.cambridgehistory.org 

Admission fee 
 
Tours of Longfellow National Historic Site 
Longfellow National Historic Site (Vassall-Craigie-Longfellow house) 
105 Brattle Street 
Site is open Wednesday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Guided tours daily at 10:30 & 11:30 a.m., 1:00, 2:00, 3:00 & 4:00 p.m. 
Led by National Park Service Rangers 
 

Information: Contact the Longfellow house at 617 876 4491 or  
visit their website, http://www.nps.gov/long/index.htm 

Admission fee 
 
 

WALKING TOURS & EVENTS 
 

Saturday, July 3 
 

Cambridge Discovery Walks 2004 
Free walking tours at sites across the city. Tours begin at 9:00 a.m.  
Led by experienced volunteer guides 
Information: 617 349 4683 or http://www.ci.cambridge.ma.us/~Historic/walks.html 
All tours are free. Tour brochures are available on-line or through the mail. 
 

Saturday, July 17 at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Mount Auburn Cemetery—A National Historic Landmark 
Join us for a discovery tour of Mount Auburn’s treasures. The cemetery, designated a 
National Historic Landmark, is one of the country’s most significant designed landscapes. 
Here the arts of horticulture, architecture, and sculpture combine with the beauty of nature 
to create a place of comfort and inspiration. This 1.5 mile walking tour will focus on stories 
of history, monuments, and the lives of those buried here. We will visit the graves of some 
well-known Bostonians and Cantabrigians, including reformers, politicians, artists, and 
writers who changed the world around them. We will be walking at a gentle place on roads  
 
 



and grassy paths through Mount Auburn’s dells, up some hills and along lakes surrounded 
by the summer beauty of this special place. Sponsored by the Friends of Mount Auburn 
Cemetery. 
 

Meet at Mount Auburn Cemetery, 580 Mount Auburn Street 
Admission: $3 for members; $8 for nonmembers 
Information: Contact Mount Auburn Cemetery, 617 607 1981 
 

Sunday, July 18 
 

1:00 p.m. 
“Come sing a song!”—18th century Activities for Children 

Instructed by Mistress Elizabeth, children will learn to write their names with a quill 
pen, card and spin wool, sing a song, and do a country dance! Mistress Elizabeth, an 18th 
century living history character, is a school teacher living in the summer of 1773. (Mistress 
Elizabeth is the creation of church historian Donna LaRue.) 

All activities take place on the sidewalk in front of First Parish Church, at the 
corner of Massachusetts Avenue and Church Street. 
 

Information: Contact the Cambridge Historical Commission, 617 349 4683 
 
2:30 p.m. 
Harvard Square’s Colonial Churches: Agents of  Change 
            Diversity of religious and political affiliations have been issues in Cambridge since 
Harvard’s first president became a Baptist and was asked to resign. The tour will visit 
historic church sites; discuss how issues between Cambridge and Boston clergy 
foreshadowed and influenced events leading up to the American War for Independence; 
and discover how lay and clergy alike were schooled to their professions and added to the 
town’s already complex texture. 
 The group will sing a tune from the Bay Psalm Book at the site where it was 
published and join in a rousing political song or two at the site of the Blue Anchor Tavern 
(there having been varieties of religious experience even then.) Handouts included. 
 The tour will be led by Mistress Elizabeth, an 18th century living history character 
from Charlestown-Beyond-the-Neck, who is the widow of Captain Elias de la Rue and a 
sometime schoolteacher. Mistress Elizabeth lives in the summer of the year 1773, just six 
months before the Boston Tea Party and three years before events at Lexington and 
Concord. (Mistress Elizabeth is the creation of church historian Donna LaRue.) 
  

Meet at Out Of Town News/Cambridge Discovery Kiosk 
Information: Contact the Cambridge Historical Commission, 617 349 4683 
 
4:00 p.m. 
The Old Cambridge Burying Ground: Scholars, Soldiers & Stones 
 The tour will look at the work of early colonial carvers; discuss the stones and the 
information they tell about important figures in the Cambridge community; and study how 
the town’s public and private educational and governmental institutions functioned in the 
years just prior to the American Revolution. 

The tour will be led by Mistress Elizabeth, an 18th century living history character 
from Charlestown-Beyond-the-Neck, who is the widow of Captain Elias de la Rue and a 
sometime schoolteacher. Mistress Elizabeth lives in the summer of the year 1773, just six 



months before the Boston Tea Party and three years before events at Lexington and 
Concord. (Mistress Elizabeth is the creation of church historian Donna LaRue.) 
 Children under the age of 14 must be accompanied by a responsible adult. No 
touching or rubbing of stones is permitted in the grounds; photography and drawing are 
fine! Handouts included.  
 

Meet at the Old Burying Ground at the side gate near the front entrance to Christ Church,  
     Zero Garden Street 
Information: Contact the Cambridge Historical Commission, 617 349 4683 
 

Monday, July 19 
 

11:00 a.m. 
"Come sing a song!”-18th century Activities for Children (See above for full description). 
 
12:30 p.m. 
The Old Cambridge Burying Ground: Scholars, Soldiers & Stones (See above for full 
description). 
 
2:00 p.m. 
Harvard Square’s Colonial Churches: Agents of Change (See above for full description). 
 
 

Saturday, July 24 at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Open House at Bigelow Chapel at Mount Auburn Cemetery 
Join us for this mid-summer event as we examine the history and details of this 

interesting 1840s Gothic revival chapel and admire the beauty of its dramatic glass windows 
imported from Scotland. We will celebrate the July birthdays of Mary Baker Eddy (1821-
1910), the founder of the First Church of Christ, Scientist, and noted twentieth century 
photographer Minor White (1908-1977). Included on the tour are visits to lay flowers at 
their graves. Refreshments served at 2:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Friends of Mount Auburn 
Cemetery. 
 

Meet at Bigelow Chapel, Mount Auburn Cemetery, 580 Mount Auburn Street, Cambridge 
Free 
Information: Contact Mount Auburn Cemetery, 617 607 1981 
 

Sunday, July 25 
 

2:00 p.m. 
MIT today: design on the cutting edge 
The tour, "Evolution of the MIT Campus," traces MIT's changing role in campus planning 
and design. From the 1950s through the 1970s, MIT attracted internationally famous 
designers such as Aalto, Saarinen, Pei, and Catalano. At present, the school is again in the 
midst of a major building program with projects by Gehry Partners with Cannon Design, 
Steven Holl Architects with Perry Dean Rogers & Partners, and Kevin Roche, John 
Dinkeloo & Associates and Sasaki Associates. Meet your guides at 2:00 pm on Sunday, 
July 25 at the MIT main entrance lobby, 77 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge. The tour lasts 



90 minutes and costs $12. Reservations are not necessary. For information and a free 
brochure: call 617-367-2345 or visit www.bostonbyfoot.com 
 
4:00 p.m. 
Book Publication Party at Longfellow National Historic Site  

Longfellow: A Rediscovered Life by Charles C. Calhoun, the first biography of the 
poet in forty years, breathes new life into the most popular American poet who ever lived. 
Celebrate with a talk by the author interwoven with a musical performance by Peter H. 
Bloom and Mary Jane Rupert of “2”. This talented flute and harp duo will perform the 
works of nineteenth century Romantic composers, including Rossini, Kuhlau, and Car 
Maria von Weber. Book signing. 
 

Information: Contact the Longfellow house at 617 876 4491 or  
visit their website, http://www.nps.gov/long/index.htm 
 

Monday, July 26 
 

New Exhibit: 
Their Cambridge Connection: Three 20th Cen u y Democrats t r

David Horn’s talk is presented in conjunction with a new exhibit by the Cambridge 
Historical Commission, Their Cambridge Connection: Three 20th Century Democrats that 
explores the early experiences of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy (both 
students at Harvard) and Tip O’Neill.  
 
On view beginning July 26 in the first floor lobby of Cambridge City Hall, 795 
Massachusetts Avenue. 
 
 

Thursday, July 29 
 

12:00 Noon – 1:30 P.M. 
T p O’Neill: A Tribute to a Son of Cambridgei  
 
Presented by David Horn, Archivist, John J. Burns Library, Boston College 
Introductory remarks by Robert Healy, City Manager 
 
Tip O’Neill was born in Cambridge in December 1912 in the working class neighborhood 
of North Cambridge. The area formed the character of the future politician and was a 
major influence throughout his career. Join David Horn, archivist for the O’Neill collection 
at Boston College, as he talks about the Speaker’s long, colorful career in politics and 
discusses on-line research resources. Bring your lunch!  
 
Thursday, July 29, 2004, Noon-1:30 p.m. 
Sullivan Chamber, Cambridge City Hall, 795 Massachusetts Avenue 
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